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Proper watering is the single most important maintenance factor in the care of trees and shrubs. Too much or
too little can result in injury or plant death. More plants are killed by too much water than too little. 

Any of several methods of watering may work well. Remember, you are not watering the plants, you are
watering their roots. Problems may arise if newly planted shrubs or trees are irrigated by systems designed to
water grass or flowerbeds. In well-drained soil, such systems by themselves cannot supply enough water to the
new plants without over-watering everything else and wasting water. These new plants should be watered with
a soaker hose or by hand.

Before watering, check soil moisture with a trowel or metal rod. With the trowel, dig 6 to 8 inches deep into
the soil and feel the soil moisture content. Or, with the metal rod or screwdriver, check for ease of penetration;
dry soils resist penetration. Water the entire root system to a depth of 6 to 12 inches depending on the size of
the plant. 

A good rule of thumb to follow for newly planted trees and shrubs is to provide at least 1 inch of water to each
plant every week during the growing season. 

Signs of under-watering:
 * Soil is dry.
 * Older leaves turn yellow or brown and may drop off.
 * Leaves are wilted and/or curled.
 
Signs of over-watering:
 * Soil is constantly damp.
 * Young leaves become light green or yellow.
 * Young shoots are wilted. 
 * Leaves are green, yet brittle.

Tips for efficient watering:
 * Maintain moisture and control weeds by using mulch or landscaping fabric, keeping it 6 inches away
    from the trunk of the plant.
 * Avoid sprinkling tree and shrub leaves with water to reduce chances of mildew and fungus. Also, salts
    and chemicals in the water can damage the foliage.
 * Water the root area not the trunk. Expand the watering area as the plants grow.
 * Watering in the early morning is most efficient because of less heat and evaporation.
 * Watering late in the evening increases the chances of your plants becoming diseased. 

Johnson’s carries a wide line of lawn hoses, sprinklers, timers, and other equipment to assist you.
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